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This junior high school study guide supplesents Gore 
Vidal *s "Visit to a Small Planet." Included are quizzes (!iith answer 
keys) and teaching suggestions on the presentation of the opus, oral 
reports, reading comprehension, various acts of the play, vocabulary 
and vord analysis, sentence patterns and tranformations, language 
usage, coripcsition, allusion, theme, and character analysis. Also 
provided are a pre^ and post-test with answer keys. The guide is 
designed to provide students with an understanding of science fiction 
and drama, to enable students to recognize science fiction and drama 
conventions, and to enable students to read or vie# science fiction 
and drama critically. (HOD) 
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VISIT TO A SR^j^»IJ.JPUITgT 



In THE YEAR'S BEST SCIENCE HCTION (New York: Delacorte Press, 
1965), £dit(»r Judith Merrll makes the following observations: "For some 
peqple, science fiction has been suspect (except for the few classics b/ 
V^e, Wells, etc. K It has been regarded as a, Aoney-maklng vehicle 
filled with misshapen monstrosities and weird occurrences, read on the sly 
hy students, shriigged off as worthless hy teachers. But science fiction lias 
"become more sopMsticatted, as well as more Utttate* We can no longer 
rely on fieshlng<-panel gadgets or mad scientists, any more than on poor prose 
or fUunboyant Illustrations, to set it apart &om other literature. * (p. 375) 

Not only does science flctt<m reflect much of the progress in science 
but the othor way aroundl As Miss MerrU puts it, '^Science has caught up 
with science Action. We have gone too far with the hardiMire and techniquea 
of space travel to leave much of a field for inventive imagination to work in. 
We have not yet gone far enough into space Itself to acquire the new knowledge 
1^2 wtU generate a whole new phase of speculative science and fiction. ** In 
foot, continues Miss Morrll, "^Science fiction is Imping ahead ctf science, on 
today' 8 frontiers. The exciting new work is not in rocketry but in btbdierolstry. 
In b^vlcral psychology. In parapsychology, in anthropolgy and infonnation 
the<!ry and ctHnmunications. And in a back%vards way, this is bringing beck the 
space story, but a different kind of space story." (p. 210) 

Visn TO A SMALL PLANET rd^leots these new directions In sdenee 
ficticm, hough IQreton's powers may seem fantastic (at least right now). While 
VI8XI TO A SMALL PLANET may not be a masterpiece, it is not a trivial piece 
either. Aside from its timeliness at the dawn of oust space age, this play reopens 
many a timeless dialogue* It entertains while it questions. It delights &iore 
than It Instructs, though anybody who does not like the questions It raises can 
all too easily dismiss it as "propaganda. " Pupils enjoy and understand this 
delightful comedy, and thus It serves as a good beglimlng on which to build. 

In selecting lessons and activities, the teacher may find the following 
list of pupll-objectlves helpful. O^ar a more comprehensive listing, see 
Lazarus and Knudson, SELECTED OBJECTIVES FOR THE ENGUSH LANGUAGE ARTS, 
GRADES 7-12, Bocton: Houghton Mifflin, 1967.) 

ATTITUDES: 

To respect drama as an art form to be seen and heard rather than just read 
To desire to grow in one's understanding and appreciation of drama 

» 

To relish complications of situations and character 

To gain plea store and satisfaction from frequent and independent 
readings of plays 

o 
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VI Sn TO A SMALL PIANET 
SPECIAL PREFACr - page 2 

VNDER8TANDZNG3: 

To understaiid drama as a collab<»^tlva art form designed to be 
seen and heard rather than only to be read 

To understand what comedy is 

To understand that serious themes can be treated humorously 

To understand that the thematic values in drama are implicit in and 
arise inductively out of one w another of the /arious levels of meaning 

To understand character foils 

To understand that drama can reflect the social and historical 
background of the times 

To understand what science fiction Is 

To understand that science fiction is usually based on scientific 
hypotheses 

SKILLS; 

To be able to follow a play performance and to grasp character, 
K motive* and the relationship of one character to another 

To identify the setting time(s)» placeCs), and cultural mlUeu 
and other factual elements 

To identify and sort out the dramatis personae 

To apprehend anc: be able to reconstruct the plot (what acutally happens) 

To discern character motivation not only through what a character says 
and does but also through what other characters say about him and the 
way they act towardt, him 

To be able to distinguish between worthwhile science fiction and poor 
science fiction 

To be able to recognize science fiction conventions 

HABITS: 

To read drama for pleasure frequentl/ and independent!/ 
To read or viev/ science fiction criticaliy 
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VISI T TO A SMALL PLANET 
PRETEST 



Name 
Score 



NOTE TO PUPILS: The score you in^^ke on this test will in no way effect your 
report card grade. On& of the clUef purposes of this test 
is to give you a preview of certain und^standings that may 
be quite new to you« Another purpose is to establish a 
bfdginnlng-mark against which to compare the score yea 
make on a test at the end of a sserles of new lessons m 0 
Gore Vidal'sVISrr TO A SMALL PLANET. On this Pre .^st 
you are of course not expected to know many of the answers » 
but th<ire Is no penalty for guessing. Wc^ through the test 
and answer whatever portions you can, returning to the more 
difficult ones if time permits. Do not linger over any one 
item; try to answer at least one or two items In each of the 
three sections. 

Directions ; Read the following passage from VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET. 
Then answer the questions that follow it. 



ELLEN 

1» Can you tell what we're all thinking? 
KRETON 

2. Yes. As a matter of fact^ It makes me a bit giddy. Your minds 

3. are not at all like ours* You see, we control our thoughts while 

4. you. . . well, It's extraordinary the things you think about! 

ELLEN 

5* Oh, how awful 1 You can tell everything we think? 
KRETON 

6. Everything! It*s one of the reasons I'm hare, to Intoxicate 

7. myself with your primitive minds. . • with f:he wonderful rawness 

8. of your emotions! You have no Idea how it excites me! You 

9. simply seethe with unlikely emotions. 

ELLEN 

10. rve never felt so sordid. 

JOHN 

11. From now on I'm going to think about agriculture. 

SPELDING 
12» (Entering.) You would. 

ELLEN 

13. Daddy! 

KRETON 

14. No, no. You must go right on thinking about Ellen, Such wonder- 
1 5« fully purple thoughts ! 
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PARTI. READING COMPREHENSION 

Directions; On the line in the left-hand margin, PRINT the lettor (A c»- B or 
C or D^ \7hich most accurately completes each of the following 
statanients. 

1. The tojie of Ellen's second speech in the excerpt (1. 5) makes 
her sbund (A) sarcastic (B) chUdlike (C) flirtatious 
(D) a^ll of these 

2. Irt the phrase "such wonderfully jpisala thoughts," purple 

su^ests (A) spiritual evaluation (B) a literal color (C) an onion 
0) raw emotion 



VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET 
PRETEST • page 4 



3. Spalding's comments in this excerpt are the result of (A) fear 
(B) curiosity (C) selfishness (D) all of these 

A. Kreton*s remark to Powers, You're almost too good to be traet 
General, means that (A) Powers will surely go to heavan 
(B) Powers is a perfect example of the military mind (C) Xreton 
disbelieves Powers (D) Kreton is afraid of Powers^ 

5. Although Spelding does not like Xretong he wants Rretcm to stay 
because ifi) he wants the authorities to come and get Kreton 

(B) Spelding would become famous by interviewing Kreton (C) he 
would like for ]&eton to fall in love with Ellen (D) no one else can 
remove the space craft from the rose garden 

6. The elements of science fiction in this passage are most pronounced 
in (A) Kreton' s supernatural abiUties 6) Spelding' e reactions to 
Kreton (C) the suggestion that Kreton belongs to anoth^ breed of 
man (D) A plue C 

7. "Thtd primitive assumption that all strangers are hostile'* (lines 54-55) 
is (A) a superstition (B) the response of a primitive mind (C) a 
fallacious assumption 0) all of these 

8. The fact that Kreton has "adopted" this planet as a hobby (line 47) 
implies tl:at (A) he feels superior to this planet (B) he is fascinated 
by earthlings (C) he possesses godlike powers (D) all of these 

9. The evidence in the passage is that Kreton is most intrigued by the 
thought processes between (A) Powers and Spelding (B) Ellen and 
her father (C) Ellen and John (D) Spelding and his wife 

10. Assuming you did not understand the meaning of "martial law/' you 
could find* in part, a contextual clue in a speech by (^) Powei^s 
(B) Spelding (C) Kreton (D) Ellen 

11. Spelding seems motivated throughout this passage by (A) concern £c^ 
his family's welfare (B) fear for his country's safety (C) hopes for 
enhancing his own position (D) respect for law and order 

12. Kreton at first had difficulty in understanding the term, "sort of going 
native/* (lines 49 and 50) because (A) its meaning is obscure 

(B) it is British slang (C) it is unidiomatic (D) it would not be used 
in formal English 

13. When Kreton assures the General that he is not hostile, (lines 41-43), 
(A) the reader is not ready to accept his statement because Kreton is 
still too mysterious (3) neither Spelding nor Powers is convinced 

(C) Kreton is obviously lying (D) Both A and B 



VISIT TO A SMALL PIAMET 
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_^ I4p In a playi words are eiK^losed in brackets ifi) fat emphasis (B) to 
give stage directions (C) to insure proper reading of the line 
CD) all of these 

IS. In this passage character is revealed primarily by (ft) what each 
character says (B) what is implied by each person's tone of voice 
(C) what one chaoracter says about another charactw (D) the play- 
\vright*s stage directions* 

PARTn. LANGUAGE AND DICnON 

Direction: Place a check ( ) beside the correct answer* 

16« In the excerpt Ellen's exclamation, "Oh, how awful I" is an exempli) of 

A> Standard or educated usage 
^^^^^^^^^ B. Non-standard usage 
CoUoquial language 
D* Informal usage 
E. A plus C plus D 

General Powers* statement in the excerpt* "Unfortunately, until I receive 
word £rom Washington as to the final disposition of this (vobiem, you must 
obey my orders, " is an example of 

____ A, Colloquial language 

B, Regional language usage 

C, Functionally informal language 

D. Jargon (officialese) 

18, If Kreton had said, "Thou wouldst," instead of "You would," this would 
have been an example of 

A. Slang 

8. Archaic language 
_____ C. Non-educated language 
D, Geographically general language 

19. "Of course, Mends think me perverse to be interested in a [arimitive 
societi% but tI:o?e*s no accounting for tasts (Eh, what}? makes him 
sound like a 

A, midJle^class American 

B* upper'-class Englishman 

C. upper-class Martian 

D, lo ver-clas? American 

______ 2. colioqulai V'"?vr>terner 



17. 
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VISIY TO A SMALL PIANET 
PRETEST - page 6 

20. The quote hy Roger Spelding, "Now see hero. Powers, you're carrying 
this martial law thing too far. • • is an example of 

A. Culturally non-standard English 

B. Functionally infarmal language 

Jargon 

D. Non-educated language 

VOCABULARY 

Directions; Choose from the four possible choices, the one word (A (»r B or C 
or D) which most accurately replaces in context the underlined 
words, and PRINT the letter of the word on the blank in the 
left-hand column. 

21. it makes me a bid giddy 

(A) silly ^) dizzy (C) angry (D) uncertain 

(22 and 23L for the express purpose of reconnoiteriag) 

^ 22. for tne express purpose 

(A) specific (B) unusual (C) secondary (D) malevolent 

23. of reconnoiterlng 

<t (A) i>illaging (B) infiltrating (C) scouting (D) sabotaging 

(24 and 25. to intoxicate myself with your primitive minds) 
24. to intoxicate myself 

(A) frustrate (B) drink (C) exbile (D) relax' * 

25. with your primitive minds 

(A) superior (B) fascinating (C) bohemian (D) crude 

26. You simply seethe with unlikely emotions 

(A) surge (B) suffocate (C) suffer (D) saturate 

27. my friendr; think me perverse 

(A) obstinate (3) unfriendly (C) peculiar (D) stupid 

28. I*ve r.over felt so sordid 

^ (Ai soiprised (B) elated (C) insulted (D) dirty 

29. you're worrying this martial lav/ thJng too far 

(A) rM/£al (B) war-lte (C) military (D) mock 

30. as to the flnol dis position of this problem 

(A) ;u.der?tanv-Ujg (3) settieinent (C) acceptance (D) discussion 
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VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET 
gRETEST ^ page 7 

GRAMMAR 

Directions: Identify each of the following simple-sentence pattms as 
S-V, S-V-O, S-V-IO-), S-LV-C^f or S-LV-^Jn* 
PRINT pattern on blank to kiifht* 

31« His daugher fidgets* 

32. EUen lo lively. 

33. John shakes his hand. 

34. Roger Speldlng In a commentator. 

35. Ellen gave Kreton an Invitation. 

Directions: Classify each of the following ransformatlons as NEGATIVE^ 
INTERROGATIVE^ PASSIVE, or EMPHATIC' PRINT name on 
transfcrmatlon on blank to right. 

Kreton did call the police. 

The police were called by Kreton. 

Kreton did call the police! 

Kreton was called by the police. — 

Did Kreton call the police? 

PARTm. COMPOSITION 

Direction : Cross out^ among the following items, everything except 
a thesis statement (statement of opinion). Draw a circle 
around the letter of the thesis statement. 

A. Does Vidal make only the military appear ridlcu^^auv ? 

B. A satire of modem man's helplessness. 

C. The main theme of Vidal* s play is that fear comes from ignorance. 

D. Kreton Journeys hare because our planet has been his hobby. 

Direction: Djraw a circle around the reason for rejecting one ot another 
of the items above: 

A. it is a topic, not a statement 

B. it is a question, not a statement 

C. it is a statement of fact 

D. A plus B plus C 



36. 
37* 
38. 
39. 
40. 

41. 



42. 
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PRETES T - page 8 

43ri!S0. Dlrectlom In the outline blanks below copy the followino scrambled 

Items (or the first five words) in logical order; 

The military leaders try to prevent fear by offering and 
often unproven explanations for unfamiliar happenings. 

*It is my view that you have been sent here by anoth« civilisation 
for the express purpose of reconnoitring prior to an invasion. " 

How does Vidal show that men are afraid of what they don*t know? 

"Genoral Powers has assured me that it is highly doubtful there is 
any form of life on other planets capable of building a space ship. " 

One theme of Vidal* s play is that <;ear is rooted in ignorance. 

Fear of unfamiliar people causes the characters in VISTS TO A SMALL 
PLANET to be suspicious. 

"According to General Powers. . . the flying ahiect, . . is nothing more 
than a meteor passing through the earth's ort>it. " 

"We are afraid you represent a hostile race. " 

43, Thesis statement; ^ _ 



44. Thesis question: 



45. Answer #1; 



46. Support A; 

47. Support B: 

48. Answer #11; 



49. Support A; 

Q 50. Support B; 
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PARTI 



6 



u 


B 


2. 


D 


3. 


D 


4. 


B 


5. 


B 


S. 


D 


7. 


D 


3. 


D 


9. 


C 




A 


11. 


c 


12. 


D 


13. 


D 


14. 


B 


IS. 


A 


PARTQ 


1$. 


Ju 


17. 


D 


18. 


B 


18. 


B 


20. 


B 


21. 


B 


22. 


A 


23. 


C 


24. 


C 


25. 


D 


26. 


A 


27. 


A 


28. 


D 


29. 


C 


30. 


B 


31. 


S-V 


32. 


S-LV-C 


33. 


S-V-O 


34. 


S-LV-Cn 


35. 


S-V-IO-0 


36. 


NEGATIVE 


37. 


PASSIVE 


38, 


EMPHATIC 


39. 


NEGATIVE 


40. 


INTERROGATIVE 


PARTm 


41. 


C 


42. 


D 



Om them« of Vldal's play la that foaur U rooted 
In ignoranco. 

How dods VU|al ahow that mn ««• aUraid of what 
they don't know? 

Fear of unfamiliar people eauaea the charactara 
in VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET tb>l>e auapicloua. 

*'*Vtre are afraid you repreaent a hoatile race* " 

A^it la my view &at you have been aent h«re by 
another civilization for the expreaa purpoae of 
reconnoiterlng prior to an invaaion. " 

The military leadora try to prevent fear by 
offering common — and often unproven — 
explanationa for unfamiliar happeninga. 

^''According to General Powwa. . . the flyina object 
ia nothing more than a meteor paaaing through 
the earth' a orbit. " 

^''General Po%ver8 haa aaaured me that it ia highly 
doubtful there ia any form of life on other planeta 
capable of building a apace ahip. ** 

I 

*The order of aupporta ia flexible, provided 
they appear under the proper anawer. 
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TEACHING SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION OF THE OPUS BEST COPV AVMlM^ 



SPBdFIC OBJECTIVE FOR THE PUPIL: 

1. To sign up £or a background report for oral presentation AVAltAitI 

2. To sign up for a culminating activity 

3. To become intiMrested in reading a play 

A* To become lamlllar with the elements of the play: the setting, the cast 
of characters (dramatis personae), the dialogue, and the plot in acts 
and scenes 

5. To begin reading VISIT TO A SMAIX PLANET 

TEACHER'S REFEIUBNCES: 

Texts and articles from ENGXISH JOURNAL files on literature (especially 
drama) study 

Critical reviews of Broadway and Television production of VISIT TO A 
SMALL PLANET in Hie following magacines: 

CHRISTIAN CENTURY, 74:918, July 31, 1956 
COMMONWEAL, 65:662-663, March 29, 1957 
LIFE, ,42:87, March 6, 1957 
NATION, 184:174, February 23, 1957 
NEV/ YORKER, 32:78, February 17, 1957 
SATimDAY REVIEW, 40:29. February 23, 1957 
THEATRE ARTS, 42:32-56, February, 1958 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, 40:42:3, March 11, 1955 (Review of TV show) 

NOTE: The teacher is urged to follow ctorent developments in space exploration 
and in writings of science fiction in introducing appropriate material to 
pupils. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: 

1. Text: VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET by Gore Vldal in 10 SHORT PLAYS, M. Jenry 
Weiss, ed. (New York: Dell publishing Company, 1963) 

2. Selec{:c<'. books from the lil»ary for classroom display and use 

(See ; ^ r. Ci^LUTES) (optional) 

3. Pls'XM-f^ii and clippings from books, magazines, and newspapers concerned 
wit:: np-ice science and science fiction (Cor bulletin boards or for a scrap- 
book: on space) (optional) 

4. Posters of spaceship and spacemen,, made by students talented in art. 

(optional) 

NOTEg Taaohar is urced to read carefully the opus In entirety btfore teaching 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION OF THE OPUS - page 2 
PROCEDURES AND ACTIVITIES: 

U Teacher distributes text» TEN SHORT PLAYS, and Introduces the (Hiplls 
to the opus, VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET, 

2« The teacher calls pupils' attention to dlspla/s, and comments on the 
bulletin board materials. NOTE: Pupils may be assigned to make a 
bulletin board display several days before the first lesson of the unit, 
(optional) 

3* Teachtf discusses the CULMINATING ACTIVITIES and Invites volunteers 
to sign up. 

4« Teacher makes assignment for next meetlng(s). 

a. Distributes study guide questions. 

b« Explains assignment and answers any questloniii* 

c« Discusses oral reports and Invites volunteers to sign up. 

d. Depending on the class's abilities » distributes prepared Individual 
3x5 slips with foolproof specific Instructions (e« g« exact place to 
find exact topic) to students who are to give oral reports* 

5* For heterogeneously grouped classes » one of the best ways to Introduce 
the play» wherever possible. Is to have the young people listen to tape or 
phonorecordlngs while they follow the text* 

(The teacher may also Introduce the play by going over the dramatis 
personae with the pupils and reading a few lines orally, allowing them 
to take parts. After reading orally a few pages, the teachw has pupils 
read silently.) 

SAMPLE OPENING REMARKS BY TEACHER IN PRESENTING THE UNIT: 

Since the U«S. space program began with the first astronaut in 19-»» 
we've done many things which the average person thought Impossible 
even 25 years ago — orbited dozens of satellites » sent first one man, 
then two, into orbit, some for several days at a time, landed satellites 
f on the moon to photograph its surface. And now with the Apollo Project, 

we have sent men to the moon. Of course, there's doubt about the 
possibility of life as we know it on the moon or other planets^ But let's 
assume that it IS possible to find life on other planets. Can you imagine 
what a being from another planet would be like? Would he be a monster, 
ugly and frightening? Or would he look like us ? 
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mcsnHQ saoQBs nons for oral reports B7 groups 

AND/OR INDIVUWAL STODEHTS 



I* Inpoitanoe of baokgzK>und materials to tha i^areciation of a literary 
work 

!!• Aaeignment of topics related to the unit AFTSt reading of the book 

III. Schedule of student reports (due one v>eek after reading of the book) 

IV. Procedures for students 

A. Acceptable bibliography and form 

B. Notetaking and foxn (ideas but IK) sentences) vith source 

C. Outlining and fora 

D. Writing of report in entirety 

£• Preparation of note cards for one«point speech 
T. Rehearsal of one-point speech (tape recorder) 
Q. Presentation of one-point speech before the class 



VISIT TO A SMAXX PIAMCT 

TEACgDP SroOESTlONS FOR ORAL BACBPROPND RBP0RT3 
Page 2 

Toploa for Pupil Reports: 

A, Unidentified flying objects (UFO'e) 

1. History of UFO's (Manageable ) 

2. Various views on UFO^s (frm nagaaine artioles) 

3. K[GAP>s position 

h. Panel discussion on readings to support or attack the 

statement 1 There is enough evidence to support belief in VtO^ 

B. Space travel 

1, Interesting facta about our Air and Space Age (Manageable) 

2. Meteors (Manageable) 

3* Meteors (from newspaper and nagaaine sources) 
U* Project kpollot its aiias and progreas 
S. The future: life in 2000 A,D, as projected i jr scientists 
and sociologists 

Science fiction 

1. Life of (tore Vidal (Maaageable) 

2. Relationship and/or distinction between science and science 
fiction (Challenge) 

3* Book reports on science fiction writings 



VISIT TO A SMAU PIANBT 
QUIZZES ON INITIAL READING 
ANSWER KEY 



ACT I: 



1. 


d 


2. 


a 


3. 


a 


4. 


a 


- • 


c 


6. 


c 


7. 


b 


8. 


d 


9. 


c 


10. 


a 



ACT'II: 



1. c 

2. c 

3. a 

4. b 

5. a 

ACT m: 

1. a 

2. d 

3. b 

4. d 

5. c 



« 
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Name 



ERIC 



RART I, MULTIPLE CHOICE 

Directions ; Place a check ( ) In the space before the answer which best 
completes the statements below: 

1. The play, VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET, takes place in a small suburb In 

a. Maryland b. Virginia 

c. Washington d, Indiana 



2. Mr. Speldlng wanted his daughter to marry 

^ a. An^ody she liked 

b. A wealthy or ambitious man 

c. A young man who grows peanuts 

d. A young man who grows walnuts 



3. Kreton's mistake when he came to earth was that he thought he had 
anlved In the 

^^^^ a. 18th century 

b. 20th century 

c. 17th century 

d. 19th century 



4. The play opens 



a. At night 

b. At breakfast time 

c. Early In the morning 

d. In the middle of the day 



5. Most of the play takes place 



a. At the site of the space ship 

b. In the Interior of the Speldlng home 



c* At General Power's headquarters 
d. In outer space 



VlSrr TO A SMALL PLANET 
DONNEE QUIZ > paga 2 



PART n. MATCHING 

Directions ; B/ using the proper capital letters match a character In Column A 

with a description In Column B. (NOTE: There are more characters 
than descriptions. ) 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 



A* 


' Paul Laiirent 


6- 


A radio announcer: father 








of Ellen 


B. 


Mrs. Speldlng 










•7. 


The rather warm, outgoing 


C. 


John Randolph 




hospitable young man who 








welcomes the visitor from 


D- 


General Powers 




outer space. 


E. 


Ellen Speldlng 


E. 


The lad/ In the play who Is 








wcHTled about her rose bed. 


F. 


Roger Speldlng 












A rather overbearing arm/ 


G. 


Kreton 




career-man. 



10. The first visitor; the man 

who is very enthusiastic 
about running the affairs o£ 
the world to suit his fancies 

11. ^ A middle-aged, seemlngl/ 

well-composed gentleman, 
business-like but friendl/, 
who has had some success 
and experience in handling 
world affairs. 

PART III. 

Directions ; Using the numbers 1 through 8, indicate the order In which the 
following incidents happened in the play: 

12. General Powers arrives and place^^ the Speldlng residence under 

martial law. 

13. The Second Visitor from outer space arrives Just In time to keep 

Kreton from atartlng a war. 

14. Mr. Speldlng realizes that the space ship Is not a balloon or a 

meteor, and bolts Into the house to call General Powers. 



VISIT Tp A SMALL PIANET 
DONNES QUIZ - paqe 3 



PART in. (continued) 



15. A space ship slowly comes into view at the same moment that 
Roger Speldlng is dispelling his viewers* fears about meteors 
and reports of other flying objects. 

16. General Powers soon discovers that he doesn*t have any efiectlve 
security against Kreton, and so he turns the matter over to the 
World Council and its Secretary-»General» Paul Laurent. 

17. Kreton leaves his space ship and is invited into the Speldlng 
household. 



18. Through the combined efforts of General Powers and Roger 

Speldlng, we learn that Kreton intends to take over and rule the 
earth. 



19. Paul Laurent, In talking things over with Kreton, learns from hiiti 
that war rather than peace is his mission on earth. 



PART W. 



Directions : In each quotation indicate who is talking to whom by placing a 
check ( ) in front of the appropriate choice. 



20. **. . . and so, according to General Powers. . . who should know if anyone 
does. . .the flying objecl which has given rise to so much irresponsible 
conjecture is nothing more than a meteor passing through the earth* s 
orbit. " 

^..^^^ a. General Laurent to the Speldlngs 
..^^^^^ b. Roger Speldlng to his TV audience 

c. Kreton to Ellen 

d. Roger Speldlng to John and Ellen 

21. "How thoughtful! (Examines bacon.) Delicious, but V^k afraid my 
stomach is not like yours, if you'll pardon me. I don*t eat. (Removes 
pill from his pocket and swallows it. ) This is all I need for the day. " 



a« Kreton to the cat 

b. Kreton to Mrs. Speldlng 

c. Kreton to Mr. Speldlng 

d. Kreton to Ellen 



22. **I hate to be a nag, but yoix know the trouble I've had getting anything 
to grow in that part of the garden. . . " 



a. Mrs. Speldlng to Mr. Speldlng 

b. Mrs. Speldlng to General Powers 

ERIC — 
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c. Mrs. Speldlng to Ellen and John 



d. Mrs. Speldlng to Kreton' s superior 



VISIT TO A 8MAU PIANET 
ANSWER KEi FOR DONNEE TEST 



PART T 


PART TTT 
ft Af\x m 


1. a 

* • • 


12. 4 


2« b 


13- ft 


3. d 


14. 2 


4. a 


1S« 1 


S. b 


16. 6 




17. 3 


PARTU 






I84 5 


6. F 






19. 7 


7. C 






PART IV 


8. B 








9. D 






21 A 


10. G 






22 A 


11. A 










94 H 
«4* P 








26. f 




27. a 




28. d 




29. • 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 

STUEV GUIDE QUESTIONS AND VOCABULARY ASSIGNMENTS DURING 
INITIAL READING 



STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS: 
ACT I: 

1« Wh7 did Kreton come to earth ? 

2. What problems were presented to earthllngs by his visit? 

3« What were the reactions of the other characters to Kreton* s visit? 

4. How does Kreton look on earth people ? 

ACT n: 

1. What piano did Kreton have for making his visit worthv^Ue? 

2. V/hat Is th€> most crucial episode In Act n? Why? 

ACT in: 

In Act in what brings about a solution to the xvAln problem In the play? 
VOCABULARY ASSIGNMENTS: 



Acts I, n, and ni: Make a list of all new words and numbers of 

pages on v<rtilch they appear. 



VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET Name 
QXJIZ on ACT I Date . 

Score 



Directions: In the blanks at the left, put the letter of the answer which best 
completes each statement. 

!• Spelding unjustifiably and mistakenly criticized John for growing 

(a) cabbage ih) walnuts (c) corn (d) peanuts 

2. The space ship landed In Mrs, Spalding's 



ERLC 



(a) rose garden (b) petunia bed (c) greenhouse ! 
(d) vegetable garden 

3. Kreton said that the earthmen were his 

(a) hobby (b) ruination (c) hope (d) models for style of clothing 

4. The first person who arrived to investigate the space ship was 

(a) Powers (b) Laurent (c) President of the United States 
(d) neighbor 

5. Kreton said people on his planet 

(a) did no; like roses (b) took many vitamins (c) did not die 
(d) required much blood in their diets 

6. John could not use the telephone because 

(a) Kreton had cut the wires after landing (b) the Speldlngs did 
not have any (c) Powers declared martial law (d) Spelding 
wouldn't give him permission 

7. Kreton placed an invisible wall around his space ship because 

(a) the army told him to (b) the army was going to take It apart 
(c) the evth's atmosphere was damaging It (d) his own people 
had suggested It 

8. Powers accused Kreton of coming to earth 

(a) 100 years too soon (b) spread a mysterious disease 

(c) discover some natural resources (d) to reconnoiter before 

an Invasion 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 
QUIZ on ACT I - page 2 

9* Kreton said John's thoughts about Ellen were 

(a) black (b) red (c) purple (d) blue 
10. Kreton said he came to earth to 



(a) take charge of the world (b) teach earthmen how to grow more 
productive vegetables (c) teach earthxnent how to imF>rove their 
Industrial capacity (d) all of these 



o 
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VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 
QUIZ on ACT n 



Name 
Date , 
Score 



Directions; In the blank to the left, write the letter of the answer which 
best completes each statement. 

1. Kreton offered to help Ellen by 



(a) making the soil on John's vrainut farm very productive 

(b) giving her a robot to help her with the house work 

(c) convincing her father he should let her marry John 

(d) teaching her the secrets of war 

2» By mistake Kreton got the President of 

(a) Columbia (b) U.S.A. (c) Paraguay (d) Argentina 

3. Kreton told Laurent, ''I am . " 

(a) a tourist (b) a warmonger (c) a peacemaker 
(d) the Secrotary-General of the World Council 

4. To prove his power Kreton caused 

(a) a great flood (b) rifles of all soldiers in the wc^rld to float 
in the air (c) Laurent to lose his sanity (d) the space ship 
to move off the rose garden as soon as he landed 

5. According to Kreton earthmen's greatest pleasure was 

(a) violence (b) reading minds (c) eating pills instead of food 
(d) watching TV 
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VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET Name. 
QUIZ on ACT HI Date_ 

Score 



Directions ; In the blank to the left of the question, write the letter of the 
best answer. 

1. Speldlng offered to help Kreton with his 

(a) public relations {b) diet (c) military plans (d) all of these 

2. Ellen occused Kreton of b€*lng a vampire because he drinks 

(a) blood (b) milk (c) whiskey (d) emotions 

3. The Second Visitor said Kreton had no right to be on earth 

because 

(a) earthmen were too difficult to handle (b) It was iorbldden 
to interfere with the past (c) Kreton' 3 people were planning 
to Invade a different planet (d) all of these 

4. The Second Visitor said Kreton was retarded 

(a) mentally (b) physically (c) morally (d) a and o 

^ 5. Kreton described the future as 

(a) serene (b) different (c) dull (d) all of these 

6. Kreton leaves behind 

(a) his handkerchief (b) his badge (c) his weapons 
(d) his scent 
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VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET Name^ 
QUIZ on ACT ni Date_ 

Score 



Directions ; In the blank to the left of the question, write the letter of the 
best answer. 

1. Speldlng offered to help Kreton with his 

(a) public relations (b) diet (c) military plans (d) all of these 
^ 2. Ellen accused Kreton of being a vampire because he drinks 

(a) blood (b) milk (c) whiskey (d) emotions 

3. The Second Visitor said Kreton had no right to be on earth 
because 

(a) earthmen were too difficult to handle (b) It was forbidden 
to Interfere with the past (c) Kreton' s people were planning 
to Invade a different planet (d) all of these 

4. The Second Visitor said Kreton was retarded 

(a) mentally (b) physically (c) morally (d) a and c 
5. Kreton described the future as 

(a) serene (b) different (c) dull (d) all of these 

^ 6. Kreton leaves behind 

(a) his handkerchief (b) his badge (c) his weapons 
(d) his scent 
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visit TO A SMALL PIANft: 

TEACHING SUGGESTONS FOR VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS LESSONS 

I. Reviewing prefixes « Buf&xest and combining forms In words 

He Revievfing cont^ctual clues to meanings of words used In a literary work 

in* Applying pupils* lists of new works to a specific vocabulary exvclse 

IV« Combining vocabulary work with reading comprehension ova* an ekecurpt of 
the opusi 



VISIT TO A SMALL PTAHKP 

gjizzBs i)N vsamL mjum 

AMSUEB m 



AdT It 

1. d 

2. a 

3. • 

$. o 

6. 0 

7. b 

8. d 

9. 0 
10. a 



ACT nt 

1. o 

2. o 

3. a 
h, h 
5. a 



ACT mt 



VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET 
VOCABULARY HANDOUT "A" 

Directions ; 1. Using th8 following HANDOUT p locats the ward in the play. 

Copy the entire sentence In which the word Is used, under- 
lining the word you are defining and circling the word or 
words giving the contextual clue or clues to meaning. 

2. In the dictionary, look up the various meanings of the words 
and choose the one that ccxnes the closest to the contextual 
meaning; !• e. , as the word is used in VISIT TO A SMALL 
PLANET. 

3. In your vocabulary notebook, record the word and the 
dictionary definition closest to the contextual meaning. 





LIST 


PAGE # 


1. 


eluded 


290 


2, 


ominous 


318 


2, 


ontlnous 


318 


3. 


illusion 


291 


4. 


alien 


300 & 305 


5.. 


elliptical 


300 


6. 


censorship 


)02 


7. 


hysteria 


291 


8. 


impromptu 


306 


9. 


sordid 


310 


10. 






10. 


optical 


291 


11. 


unctuous 


287 


12. 


resonant 


287 


13. 


predatory 


316 


14. 


exuberant 


331 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 

QLTZ on VOCABULARY HANDOUT "A" 

Dlractlona : Match the underscored words used in the paragraph (repeated in 
Column A) with the closest contextual meaning (In Column B). 
PRINT CAPITAL LETTER of your choice firom Column B on line to 
left of word: 

The (1) resonant voice of the news commentator has Just announced the 
latest American space success. A space probe has traveled In an (2) elliptical 
ort)lt around Mars. This American feat was reported to the Russians without 
(3) censorship . The (4) exuberant (5) ominous announcement of the presence of 
(6) an alien space station orbiting the earth alarmed some people. The presence 
of such a space station destroyed even the (7) Illusion of safety from possible 
(8) predatory action. However« since the purpose of this space station niay be 
purely scientific » there Is no cause for (9) hysteria . Even with all this publicity, 
(10) Impromptu Interviews with the man on the street In America reveal that the 
Importance of this accomplishment has (1 1) eluded the average cltlcen. 





COLUMN A 




COLUMN B 


1. 


resonant 


A. 


Alann 


9 


elliptical 


B* 


nlgn*»spirltea 


3. 


censorship 


C. 


foreign 


4. 


exuberant 


D. 


plundering 


5. 


ominous 


E. 


unrehearsed 


6. 


alien 


r. 


resounding 


7. 


Illusion 


G. 


escaped 


8. 


predatory 


H. 


threatening 


9. 


hysteria 


I. 


degradcKl 


10. 


impromptu 


I. 


restriction 


11. 


eluded 


K. 


pertaining to the eyesight 






L. 


misconception 






M. 


smooth 






N. 


circular 



VISn TO A SMALL PIANET 

ALTERNATE QUIZ: VOCABULARY HANDOUT "A" 



Directlons: PRINT the letter of the best definition in the blank to the left. 
USE CAPITALS* 

____ 1, The members of the choir have resonant voices. 

(A) resounding (B) soft (C) loud (D) happy 

2. The ominous clouds hung on the hcxlzon. 

(A) black (B> threatening (C) fluffy (D) white 

3. The man from Africa is an alien. 

(A) a friend (B) a ibrelgner (C) a salesman (D) a lawyer 

4. Durlr 1 the war many letters were subject to censorship . 

(A) naval strategy (B) encouragement (C) restriction 
(D) sporting regulations 

5. The lake in the desrt was only an illusion , 

(A) a small body of water (B) a sand dune (C) a misle^jiding 
visual image (D) an area of disease 

6. During the invasion from Mars» hysteria spread. 

(A) alarm (B) disease (C) news (r>) plans for defense 

7. The pupils gave an impromptu skit. 

(A) meeting the requirement (B) important (C) late* not ready 
time (D) on the spur of the moment 

8. The boy had an optical examination. 

(A) physical (B) psychological (C) relating to the eye 
(D) thorough 

9. The solution to the problem eluded me. 

(A) escaped (B) came to (C) helped (D) told 

10. The lion is ei predatory ani'^^ai. 

(A) unhappy (B) Jungle (C) quiet, peaceful (D) preying upon 
other animals 



visrrTO A swAU. pianet 

QUIZ: READING COMPREHENSION AND VOCABUIARY HANDOUT "B* 

Directions; Read the following excerpt from the pia/. Then, in the quic on 
page 2, Ins^ the number from the definition in column B on the 
line to the left of the word in column A« 

SPELDING 

We are afraid that you represeni a hostlie race. 
KRETON 

And I have assured General Powers that my people are not remotely hostile > 
Except for me, no onQ is interested in this planet's present stage* 

SPELDING 

Does this mean you might be interested in a later stage? 
ICRETON 

I'm not permitted to discuss your future. Of course my friends think roe 
perverse to be interested in a primitive society but there's no accounting for 
tastes, is then^? You are my hobby. I love you. And that's all there is to 
it. 

POWERS 

So you're Just here to look around. . sort of going native . 
KRETON 

What a nice expressloni That's it exactly. I am going native* 
POWERS 

(Grimly*) Well, It Is my view that you have been sent here by another 
civili^ation far the express purpose of reconnolterlng prior to invasion. 

KRETON 

Nicei isn't It? I confess I worked out a number of rather melodramatic tricks 
last night. Incidentally, all the rifles of all the s6Idiers in all the world are 
now floating in the air. (Gestures i) Now they have them back. 

POWERS 

(To Laurent.) You see, sire, I didn't exaggerate in my repc^rt. 

LAURENT 

(Awed*) No, no, you certainly didn't. 
KRETON 

You were ske ptical , weren't you? 
LAURENT 

Naturally. But now I. • • now I thirUc it's possible. 

O 

ERLC POWERS 

That thi6« « « this <;!entleman is going to run everything? 



VISIT TO A SKflOL I 

QUIZ: READING COMPREHENSION AND VOCABULARY HANDOUT "B" - psga 2 



LAURENT 

Yes, y I do. Ard it might be wonderful. 
KRETON 

You ere more ciever than the others. You begin to see that I mean only good. 
LAURENT 

Yes« onljr good. Gensral, do you realise what this means? We can have one 
government. . . 

KRETON 

With Innumerable bureaus ^ ami intrigue . . . 
LAURENT 

(Excited.) And the world could be Incredlby prosperous, especially If he'd 
help us %rlth his superior knowledge. 

KRETON 

(Delighted. ) I will, I wllL I'll teach you to look Into one ar.other*s minds. 
You'll find It devastating but enlightening; aU that self-interest, those lurid 
emotions. . . 
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COLUMN A 






COLUMN B 


hosUle ^« 


1. 


uncivilized 


16. 


convinced 


hostile 




several 


17. 


doubting 


perverse 


3e 


officials 


18. 


departments 


primitive 


4. 


unaltered 


19. 


instructive 


native 


5. 


sensational 


20. 


destructive 


reconnoiterlng 


6. 


antagonistic 


21. 


revealing 


melodramatic 


7. 


etemail/ 


22. 


criminal 


skeptical 


8. 


plots 


23. 


pleasurable 


Innumerable 


9. 


enemy 


24e 


passionate 


bureaus 


10. 


exploring 


2Se 


rare 


Intrigue 


11. 


unbelievably 






incredibi/ 


12. 


countless 






devastating 


13. 


abnormal 






enlightening 


14. 


wicked 






lurid 


iSe 


adopting a primitive okm 


leof Ufa 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 
ANSWER EDTS TO VOCABULARY QUIZ 



QUIZ OK HANDOUT "A" 



1. E resonant 


7. 


L 


illusion 


2. N elliptical 


8. 


D 


predatory 


3. I cansonhlp 


9. 


A 


hysteria 


4. B exuberant 


10. 


E 


impromptu 


5. B ominous 


11. 


G 


eluded 


6. C alim 








A£XERNAT£ QUIZ ON HAMDOUT "A- 








1. A resonant 


6. 


A 


hysteria 


2. B ominous 


7. 


D 


impromptu 


3. B alien 


8. 


C 


optical 


4. C censorship 


9. 


A 


eluded 


S. C Illusion 


10. 


D 


predatory 



VOCABULARY AND READING COMPREHENSION QUIZ ON HANDOUT 



9 


hostile 


12 


innumerable 


6 


hosUle 


18 


bureaus 


il 


perverse 


8 


intrioue 


1 


primitive 


il 


incredibly 


15 


native 


20 


devastating 




reconnoiterlng 


21 


enlightenf^ng 


S 


melodramatic 


24 


lurid 


17 


skeptical 





TBACBgi*8 GUIDB TO WORD ANAUfSIS LESSON 



WORDS 


PREPDC-Meanino 




UTiknoivn (300) 


un- not 




imsupportabU (311) 


un- not 


-able 


ungrauful (289) 


un- not 


-ful 


limumwabto (327) 


in- not 


-able 


InvltlbU (308) 


in- not 


--ible 


inraspontibto (287) 


ir- not 


-ible 


Intoxicate (310. 328) 


in- in, inside, 
within 




mistake (322) 


mis- bad, wrong 
badly, wrongly 


contradict (343) 


contra- against 




remarkable (344) 




-able 


insupportable (311) 


in- not 


-able 


irresponsible (287) 


-Ir not 


-ible 


innumerable (327) 


in- not 


-able 


reasonable (333) 




-able 


ominoudly (293) 




-ous 


vigorous (297) 




-ous 


glorious (328) 




-ous 


uniform 


unl- one 





WORD 

DEPnimoH 



capftbto of 

capabU of 
glvan to 
9lvan to 



capabla of 
capabla of 

given to 
capable of 
capable <^ 

fuU of 
full of 
fuUof 
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vim TO A SMALL PLANET 

TEACHER'S GUIDE TO WORD ANALYSIS LESSON - pagB 2 
COMBINING FORMS: ftem used with other atemt to form compound wordt 
uni ■ DM 

ftcamplet: unicycle» unilateral 
tele « far off » dutant 

Examples: teietcope, televlelon* tetophcme 
phono » sound 

Examples: phonography telefdione (literally » far off sound), 
microphone 

OTHER PREFIXES WITH INVARIANT MEANINGS: 
clrcum ■ abcutt around 
equi » equal 
extra « be/ond, outside 
Intra ■ within » inside of 
Intro ■ ln» lnto« within 
non » not 

syn ■ with* together 
com « with I together 



V RIT TO A SMALL PIANET 
WORD ANALYSIS HANDOXJT 

WORD 

WORD PREFDC>Me5nlPq SUFFIX-Madntivg DEFINITION 

onknown (300) 

unsupportabla (311) 

ungrateful (289^ 

Innumerable (327) 

lnv-isibl€/ (308) 

Irres ponsible (2 8 7) 

Intoxicate (310, 328) 

mistake (322) 

contradict (343) 

remarkable (344) 

insupportable (311) 

irrespoafelble (287) 

Innumerable (327) 

reasonable (333) 

ominously (293) 

vigorous (297) 

glorious (328) 

uniform 

Other words from class discussion: 
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VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 

OPTIONAL UST OF WORDS FOR ADDITIONAL WORK ON WORD ANALYSIS 

Hu88ar» page 337 

rationiiigy page 338 

luminous, petge 287 

superimpose, f>age ;287 

lured, |>dge 327 

devastating, page 327 

philanthropist, page 330 

spontaneously, page 330 

duress, page 332 

malevolence, page 335 

Inadvertently, page 339 

erratic, page 344 

r patronizing, page 297 
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TKAfHTTW MRMfiffiOKt Cif SBRBBCS PAXZBQiS 



I* Bttfer to Qrwmr Saotlan of Junior Hic^ CurrieiiliBi Qiilda« 
IX. If IzdtaUjf taaohang senfcenoa patterns 
A* Distribute Handout to atudfiobs* 
Br Oevelcp induottvely ooneepte. 
!• S-7 pattern 
2« S-V«0 pattern 
3* S-V-iO-O 
t« S»LT»0 pattern 
Cm Gcnpleto pattexnli^ eantenoee in class* 

HI. AdAtioa/Al studBot assigcnenbs (optiouQ.) 

A« find sentences from Visit to a anall Planet* 

B« Copy sentenoe^ page noabarj and pattern to left of red line 
and above words* 

17* Optional test on word order and seotenoa patterns can be given* 
T* Cha31«i^ aetdviiqr for better pqpils 

A* The teaoher selects volunteers from the olass tot 

1* Copy from the text any one sentence* 

2* Idsntiijr its pattern* 

3« Rewrite this sentewo into four other sentence pattemSf e*g.t 
S-V-0 to S-V, S-LV-Ca, S-LV*Cn, and S-V-iO-0. 

B* Bach volunteer eiplalns the changes in meaning^ if ax^v signaled 
by each pattern* Ihe challenge is to explain shades of differwaoes 
signaled by the various patterns* 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 
SENTENCE PATTERN HANDOUT I 

Directions; PRINT pattern beside each sentence and above specific words. 
I* Pattern: 

1. Something fell. 

2 . It landed ! 

3. And now the magic hour approaches. ^_ 

4. Kreton retreats. 

5. I never quarrel. 

n. Pattern: 

1 . I convinced your father. 

2. The horror of it eludes me. 

3. Troops surround the place. 

4. We love your broadcasts, dear. 

5. John grows walnuts. 

m. Pattern: 

1. He gave us a ride. 

2. I showed you the way. 

3. It (quarreling) gives me a headache. 

4* You paid us a call. 

5. I only tell you the truth. . 
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VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 

ANSWER KEY: SENTENCE PATTERN HANDOUT 

I. S-V Pattern 



1. 


S-V 


2. 


S-V 


3. 


S-V 


4. 


S-V 


5. 


S-V 




S-V-C 



n. S-V-O Pattern 

1. S-V-0 

2. S-V-O 

3. S-V-O 

4. S-V-O 

5. S-V-O 

in. S-V-IO-O Pattern 

1. S-V-IO-O 

2. S-V-IO-O 

3. S-V-IO-O 

4. S-V-IO-O 

5. S-V-IO-O 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 
SENTENCE PATTERN HANDOUT n 

Dlrectlong t PRINT pattern beside each sentence and above specific words. 

I* P atterns 

!• fid iff a nice boy. . 

2. Xou are an Anerioan. — ^ 

3« However, I am a hobbyiot. 

b« I an the monster. 



H. _ ^Pattemi 

1« Meteors are hot. 

2. I feel much better alreac^. 

3« He looks nice to me. 

li« Well, we are very proud. 



nsa TO A ami, puiog 



ABsun xxzt SBR3KB fjoTms moxxi u 



I. S-IAT-Cn Fatt«rai 

3 vr Ca 

1. B« is zxio« boy. S"LV-Cn 

S LY Cn 

2. X»i are an Aaarlean. S"LV-On 



S LV Ga 
3. HoMBTBr, I aa a hobbylat. S^LV-Cn 

S LV 

I aa the aonater. S-LV-On 



n. S-LV'Ca Pattern t 



S LIT Ca 
1. Meteors are hot. S~LV-Ca 



S LV Ca 

2. Z feel moh better alreacitr* S-LV-Ca 

S LV Ca 

3. Be looks nloe to ae. S-LV-Ca 

S LV Ca 

U* Well, we are very piroud. S~LV-Ca 



VISIT TO i SMAL L PUMCT 

[| CIJIZ "A« 



KAKE 



QLrectioxiffs Print the aantence pattern in the blank tollcndng the 

sentence^ and above vorde in eenteDDet Mark prepositional 
phraaee. 



1« Kreton replied* 

2. Oeoeral Powers asked Kreton margr qoestions. 

3« Mr. 9|>eldlng reports tiie nevs. 

li« John was a farmer. 

The seoood visitor is intelligent. 

6. Mrs. 9|>elding knits sweaters. 

7* Powers is a general. 

8. The ship desoended. 

9. EILlen was unhappy. 

10. Kreton gave the cat a mouse. 



QDZZ "A" 

SIMUUXH 9X2: AHSWffi QZ 

8 ▼ 

1. Iraton r«pli*d 

8 V 10 0 

2. Q«Qair9l Ib w m aikad Kr«tOQ afeiqr qoMtiaitf. 

8 f 0 

3* Mr* 8|p«ltflaK raportt th« nm*4 

8 LV 
U. (John VM a faxwr. 



S L7 Ca 

5. Cm ••oond TicLtor is iztballigcnt. 

8 ? 0 

6. Mrs. Spslf^iag knits swaatsrs. 

8 LV Gb 
7* Povsrs is a gansral. 

8 V 
8. Ths whip dss cs ndad. 

8 LV Ca 
9* Sllsn was nohqppgr. 



8 7 10 0 

10. Krston gaTS ths oat a nouse. 



8-V 



8-Y«l(M) 



8^-0 



8-L?-0a 



8-V 



8-LV-Ca 



8-V-IOrO 



ERIC 



VISIT TO A 31ALL PIANET 



NAHE 



DIRECTIONS: In the blanka to the rl^t^ print the aentence pattern. Also^ 
I>attem above vords in sentences^ i&ark prepositional phrases. 

1. Of course, I syjupathize with you. - 

t. Dogs are distasteful • 

3» They chase you. 

U. I agree. 

5» Mice are delicious. 

6. I know no mice yet. _ 

7. And "^adc^jr is happy. 

8. lou gave him interviews by the hour. 

9. You are a mind-reader? 

10. I only hear it. 

11. I like his whiskers. 

12. They are comforting. 



\ 



3 1 

1. Of ooon; 1 qrqpathiM with yoo. 8-V 

2. Qoea aril dlvtastafol. 3»IAr-Ca 

S V 0 

3. Thay ohaa* joo. S-V-O 
S V 

U* I agTM. s-y 

S LV Ca 

5. Mloa are dalicioas. 8-LV-Ca 
S V 0 

6. I know no Mica yat. S-Y-O 

S LV Ca 

7. And Oad^jr la happy. S-LY-^ 

S V 10 0 

8. I6a gave tala intanrlawB by tha hour*. S»Y-ID-^ 

S Vt Cn 

9. 16a are a aind-reader. S»LV«Cn 
S V 0 

10. I only hear it. S'-V-O 

S V 0 

U. I nice hia whlakera 3-V-O 

S LV Ca 

12. They are comforting, 8"LY-Ca 



nm TO k muz msR 



1. tefte" to gmmmr Motion of Junior Hli^ OinriottlOB (kddi 

IZ« Introdaoo IndDotliPilj tho trmmtormtLooB of « "braol" (8*V-0) 

A« Bnphitlo^ idth dpoo or ,42^ or dQj^ oddtd to a lAdoh dooo 
not tattvo an owdjiTy 

B« QMotiOQ or intorrocati^^ with Dooo> Do, or Dj^ prooodiqc tht 
•(^^ti iMLch 10 follofvod bj a Tort not hsfing oa onrlliixy 

C. lifatliro, idth (foiwl) or gM^ (lafteml) prooodUig tho Mda 
D« PMoiiro (8-T) fom of ooatanM fkw ootlTo S*T«0 tounil MotoaM 
Crill In olftM, M ziMdid, on additional traiiafoi«atlooa of koxnal 

•ODtOllOOO* 

Aaalgn traaaforMitloiui BukkKit* 

I^Uov up and rotoaoh aa naodtd. 

Ohallanga aotlTltj for battar pupllas 

^^"tf^lt of paaalre 8«V aantama fom into S*V paaai^a nofatlta, 
8-V {Mkaalta intarroffatlTa, and aantonoa baring a truiaitlva, 
aotlTo^iroloa Torb. 



ERIC 



7ISIT TO A aUIL PLMBT 
WSSS^SSjjSSTWSSSBT' 



ERIC 



DIUBCTIOIISs Write the trans foxTBationa of each sentence^ aa they are 

indicated* Print pattern beside each sentence and above words. 

!• John grows walnuts. 

a. Bgphatici 



b . Interrogative :^ 

c . Negative i 

d. Passive I 



2. lou csilled as.^ 
a. EkQ>hatic:_ 
b« Negative! 



c • Inte XTX>gati ve :^ 
d. Passive i 



3. Soraethixig hit the ground.^ 
a. Passive: 



b. Negatively 

c. Snphatic:^ 



d. Interrogative: 



Urn answered the question. ^ 

a . Interrogative ; 

b • Negative t 

c . Passive : 



d. Emphatic t_ 



5, Barbara read a newspaper^ 

a. Negative 

b. Pad3ive: 



c. Emphatic :^ 



d. Ini/err ogative 



VISIT TO A SMALL PIAHg? 
CURSFQBMmOlB - AIOHBl KEI 

S V 0 

1. John grove walogtB^ 

s V 5 

9l. &q)hatlct John does grow walnutal S^V^ 

AV S V 0 

b. Interrogative c Doee John grow walntrte? S'-V-O 

S AV V 0 

c. Negatives John doee not grow walnute > S-V^ 

5 AV V 
Paeaives W«lnut.a are grown by Jcim. S*V 
S V 0 

2. Tou called \xb. S^V>0 

~§ i? ? 0 

a* Emphatic t Tou call qei 3-7^0 
S AV V ""5 

b. Negatives Tou did not call ue> S-V-0 

AV S V 0 

c. Interrogative J Did yon call oa? S^>V-0 

S AV 7 
d» Passive: We were called by yoq> S-V 
S V 0 

3. Something hit the ground* S'-V^ 

a* Passives The ground was hit by something* S^y 

b. Negatives Something did not hit the ground* 3*Y-0 

c. Q^^^atics Something ^d hit the ground! S-^V*^ 

d. Interrogative: Did something hit the ground? 3^Y-0 
S V 0 

h» Joe answerf^d the question ♦ 3*V-0 

AV S V 0 

a* Interrogative: Did Joe answer the question? S-V^'O 

S AV V 0 

b» Negative: Joe did not answer the question* S-Y^'O 

S AV V 

c. Passives The question was answered by Joe> S*V 

S AV V 0 

d. Emphatic: Joe did answer the questiont 3-7-0 
S V ^ 

S. Barbara road the natjspfiq^er* S-V-O 

S iV V 0 

a* Negatives Barbara did not read the newspaper^ S-V-0 

S AV V 

b. Passive: The newspaper was read by Barfaaura* S-V 

S AV V 0 

c. Etephatics Barbara j dd i>dad the newspaper! S-7«0 

AV S 7 0 

d. InterMgative: Did Barbara read the newspaper? S-7^ 



Notes "A7" over word denotes auxiliary verb. 



NAME 

Identify each of the following sinnlo-sfint.ei>ce patterns as S-V, S-V-0, 
S-LV-Cn, or S-LT-Oa abcrro the wori and in the blarJc. 

!• His wife knits. 

2. The girl is fidgety. 

3. Two techidcians operate the equipment. 

I4. Ellen is his daughter. 

5. Potfers gave Spelding orders 

C2p!9siiy each of the following trans fonnations as negative, interrogative, 
passive or enjphatic: 

1. Roger i^ldlng did conclude his broadcast. 

2. I was assured by General Pbvrsrs. 

3» I did hear your broadcaat. . 

k* The object is not a space sMp. — — 

$. Did you hear my broadcast? 



VISIT TO k aiALLPLmn 

JOBm EBTt SaranCB FARSN ABD TRAUSFOOfmOH TEST 



SBOBKSB PjkTEffiKSt 

1. s-y 

3. S-V-0 
li. S-LV-Cn 

5. s-v-jo-0 

TBAM&RSMmOHSi 
1. Bqpbatio 
?. Pasaive 
3. Avhatlo 
U. Negatl'W 
5« ZnterrogativB 



VISIT TO A SMAIL PIAHET 

mOODO SOQOESnOMS FOR L&KHUGE USAOB 

I. Ravieidsig ooltoral IrvBla of laogaage and funotional varletlea 
(izaoladLng Jargon) 

U. Indenblfying etandard and non-standard cultural lavele and 
fonial^ infbmal, and jargon funotional varietiaa of speech 
in the apm. 

m. QLsottssing idlcms and their manlngs eoqpressiona in the qpus« 

A. Kake up ( bedj mind, faooj quarrel j stoiy) 
6« Catch a cold 

C. Catch an 

B. Run up a bill 
Put someone on 

F. Put something over 

Q. Take after one's father 

IV. Recognising idLomatic expressions in the opus 

A. "I'd better go malce up the bedroom^^' 

B. "I slipped up." 

C. "I give up." 

D. "I'm on edge." 

E. i^Widtre done for." 

V. Taking a test on language usage 



VISIT TO A 31ALL PLANET 
HANDOUT ON LAICUAaE USAGE 



LANQUAOE USAGE 



Cultural Levels 



« Standard 



General U.S.A. 



Educated 



* Non-standard 



Non-general 



N6n--educated 
Regional 
Pocket -* (fi.alectal 

Sub-cultural (Sub-culture may be regional^ ethnic^ etc. 
Ungramroatical (in vord formation ) 



(in word position) 



Functional Varieties 



Occasional 




l^E: Any one of these functional 



varieties ( in accordance with 



the function or occasion) is 
likely to be used by any cul' 
tural level of speaker. 



TOSIT 10 A aStdL PIAMET 



QUIZ OH L&IIKU0S USAGE 



Place a check (v) beside each correct answer. Several ansryere urier 
each item may be correct. 

1. Secretary-^eneral Laurent's statement, "Why, at this mowent we* re 
working as hard as we know how not to have a war, " is an e::anple of 

a. Standard or educated usage 

b* Nbn-st^dard usage 

c. Colloquial languago 

■ d. Informal usage 

2* If Ereton had said "But you hain't pot no choice," this would represent 

a. Regional usage 
b. Jargon 

c# Non-standard Biglish 

d. Non-educated usage 

3« Kreton's statement j» "In that event, I shaU select someone else to 
head the World Council." is an example of 

^ a. Standard or educated language 

_ b. Slang or jargon 

c . Archaism 

dm Non-educated language 
U. ICreton's utterance, "Anyway, you're pulling my leg I" represents 

a. Jargon or slang 

b . Idiomatic language 

c. Non-educated language 

. d. Formal usage 

$. If Laurent had said, "Me thinlcs thou must be mad," he would have been 
talking in 

a. Won-standard Er^^lish 

b. Archaic language 
^ c. Amsrican slang 

" d. Very formal contemporary English 



yiaiT TO A atALL pianet 



QDZZE ON UMQQAQE USAOE 

ANSMSl ESI 

1. &f C: and d 

2. c, d 

3. a 
U. b 
5. b 



ERIC 



1IB4C8IHCI aPGmafXOC on (1) SIRSSS^ JOVCnRS^ AHD PADSB, (2) BLIVI&tOK AHD 
MILmiil JAKKH XM LitOOAaS U3A0E 



SjiMclflo Ob^iMtiT«0 for Pupils t 



1. fo dSiBooww that ^imx%at Meanings can be oonini cated in 
ottartw^M in a draaa by ohangea in anphipia (atreaa)^ paaaa 

(Jonotai^), and pitch. 

2« To racQcnlM mxm^lw of talaviaicQ and ailitaxy jargon in 

3* fQ raallsa that a paraon aaaa differant ^arlatiaa of 

idian gpaakjng to dULffarent people in different functions^ ocoa* 
aions^ or aitnationa* 



n* Procedorea anJ Aotivitiea: 



1. The teacher leads poplla in a denonatration and dieouaaion of 
how meaning ia aboim by use of atreaa^ juncture^ and pitch in 
aelected utterancea frot the ppua« 

2. The te&oher leade the diacuaaion of jargon^ naing handout aheete 
to be coaqpleted by the pqpila. 

3* The tecxher leads the pupila indoctively to dieoover^ froM ex* 
anplea of apeech by one character in the cpua^ iihen that person 
at tinea uaes forwl language and at other tisea uaea fomal 
language and fti other tliaes uses infernal language appropriate 
to funotioxis^ occasions^ or situations. 

The teacher distributes SANDOOT sheet on language Usage or haa 
pupils check that B&NDOOT alrsac^ in their notebooks from e 
previous unit stuc^y* 



VlSrr TO A SHALL PUMET 
HAHDOQT ON JARQON 



NAME 



I. Jargon. Defizxltion:, 



ERIC 



1. stock ahot, p. 287 

2z &up6rixqpo6e card> p. 287 

3. good show, p. 288 

5. 

II. Jareon. Definition: 



1, Unfortunately, until I have received word from Washington as to the 
final disposition of this problem, you must obey my orders: no tele- 
phone calls, rx> communication with the outside, p. 311 • 

f . I am acting as your aids only under duress, p. 332 • 
3. 



VI3IT TO A aUdli PUMP 

1. Tdlarleion jargont opeciaUsed vords or phraaea aaed hj people vortdoc 

in the televiaioQ Mdla* 



1. 


stock shot, p. 287 




2. 


•qperijf>08« card, p. 


287 


3. 


good shov.*.* p. 268 




U. 


disaolTe to stodf p. 


319 


5. 


cut to studjr p* 315 




6. 


fade In..., p. 3HS 




7. 


technician, p. 268 





Military Jargon; epeoialized vorda or phraaea uaed by %xwj peraomel 

1. UnfortimateXjr, until I have racaived vord trom Waahington aa to the 
final dlapoaition of the problan, yoQ auat obey vj ordsr^s no tele- 
phone calla, no coniunlcationa with the ootaide* p* 511 

2* I aa acting aa your aide only under dureaa* p* 332 

3* Ihia houae ia a mHitcry reaerration until the oriaia ia orert Order 
General Powen* p* 30h. 

U* For all I kx^^ yoo are a 8py> aent here by an alien race to atudty 
ua* p* 30^ 

5* Well, it ia «y view that you have been aent here by another olvili- 
aation for the eaqpreaa purpoae of reconnoitering prior to invaaion 
P- 313 

6. Do w have the Oeneral'a peandaaion to try a fiaaion boob on the 
force field? p. 319 

WTEt There are, of courae, other poeaibilitiea which the teacher My 
auggeat* 



nsrr to a amx plamp 

7S&CH5l*S (HTIDB TO AlUISIOlfS IN ASSIQNB) SEXmSKSS 



1. In Qreak mTthology the Sphinx waa a winged noneter idth a won^mia 
bead and llon'a bo<^ lAo dsetroyed thoee unable to goeaa her riddle} 
anj enigmatio, ajraterioQa perecm. Kreton ooolcfatt goesa what Laorect 
waa thinking. 

2. During the Trojan War Addllea ima killed hj a polaon arrow in hla 
heel, hla onlj Tolnerable epot. When hla aotber (Tbetia) dipped the 
Infant Actalllee In the rlrer 9tjx to Mke him iaperrloaa to voonda^ 
she held hla bjr the heel, leering It onproteoted* 

3* In Defoe* a BQOIMSQM GRI7S0S Cmaoe'a Men Mdey ma hie natlra oob-- 
panlon and constant hel^^r; angrone nho^a a oooatant aaalatant; aleo, 
Qlrl fridBjTf applied to aecretarlea. 

li« In Rabelale* satirical x^cnanoe Oargantoa la the peace«l0Tlng giant 
prince noted eepeclally tor hla enoxm>oa appetite; applied to aqjthing 

huge. 

5. In Oreek ^Ttbologjr Mldaa, the klz« of Ihjrgla, had the power to tun 
all be touched to goldj a jaoneyHnaMng ablU^. 

6. In Vergll'a ABISSID, a large wooden horae waa filled with Oreek eoldlera 
and left at the gate of Xroy, auppoaedlj aa a propitiatory offering 

to Mlnenra. lAen the Trojana finally broui^ It Into the cltyj the 
Qreeka Inalde cane out daring the nl|^t and daatroyed the city. 



tiantO ▲ SKAIL PLiHBT 

ISIlCHIID aD9QBSXI0H3 KB AZJUJSIOHS 



S|)Mlfio ObjactlTO for tha fvcpilt 

1. to unteratajad lAuit oonstltutM an alloaion^ 

2. fo imdBr0t«nd tba alludoos In VISIT ID A SKiLL lUMBt. 
3* To ooqpoM MnUnoet using «llQaioM« 

Pt^ooedorea and AotiTitiaas 

1. Idatrlbota Handout on iUuoioQS, 

2. tJae indDctlTa approach throufl^ olaaa dlacoaalcai to aliclt tha 
fo l lo w ing ra allusion, 

A. Oafinition: an AICDSIQH la a vafaranoa to aonathing apart tram 
tha iaaadlata aubjaot. 

B. Charaotariatioa: 

1* draiie on 

a. hiatorjr 
litaratora 

c. oontanf)orar7 affaira 
2. oonparaa or oontraafta, 

3« IndLract rafarenoa-^^nta or aoggaata wra than it atataa. 
Ii. aoonoedoal-H)an oaa ona word or phx«aa to call forth an idaa, 
S. dapanda on raadar'a lcnoidadga**raoogniaing an alluaion 
adda to tha raadar'a anjoyuantj avan tbou^^ ha majr gat tha 
author' a point without raoogniaing tha rafaranoa. 

3* Ckmtinua with group diacuaaion to dlaoovar Maning of alluaiona on 
Handout (hara atudonta wrlta briaf applanation on linaa undar aaoh)« 

Aaalgmanta t 

1. Conplata writing out asqplanation of alluaiona on Handout. 

f • Find at laaat thraa alluaiona in tha play* Copy aaatanoa (and 

paga nndc>ar} oontaining the alluaion, and aiplain it. 
3* liiat and aaplajn tha poaaibla raaaona b^riiind Oora Vidal*a aalaction 

of Kratcm'a nama. 
U. Uaa optional aaaignaant on Alluaiona. 



nart w a aau> ruuta 

HiUnij OUXBI n kudcxtt oh azizjsioks 

1# B>«mT SopDOCT la tha vLatr In Dicksna' cmiSlMAS CAROL. 

2. lbs TIt4ICC ie the lozuxy linsr lAilch aaiik on its Midan Tpyage, tbou^ 
it wa hailad aa bai2« ""imalnkabla." 

3. In RoMBn mrtboloor hjuskinX ia tha laaaacngar of Urn eoda^ patroci of 
timTalara; naMlly piotorad nith idngad aandiOa to daoota aidftnaas. 

U. flfllBL ^ third si<n of tba ZodUcj tha ai^i of tha tidna; alao 
tha primrj air aign* 

$• Narlo«a*a poan '^lan* opana nith tha linaai 

"7aa thia tha faca that laamdiad a thouaand ^pa 
And bomad tha toplaaa towara of nitatT" 

Hilan^ «if a of fiLng Manalaaua of SkMurta^ naa raporbadljr a ynj baaatifQl 
Her alopaaaat to troy with Pyuria atartad tha ft^jan Hu*. 



6. gMBaa^ ona of tha 12 Apoatlaa^ ia knom for faia daabtiai that Chriat 
baa riaan {JOBS XZt Z$). 

?• Haroqlaa ia tLa fifara in iqrtholocy nho mm giiran 12 naoct-to-ljvoaaibla 
f aata to parfom. 



8. 8qK>laoQ Bonaparta waa difaatad in tba battla of Watafloo (oastzml Bal* 
gion) bjr lfaniT^:ton^ Jmw 16^ lBl5i a ftna2> and daoiaiira dafaat. 

9. Vhen Xiqg Laar faala that hia thraa dam^titara baira batrajntd ^ aajat 
Bow abarpar than a aaxpaat*a tooth it ia 

To haTO a thairtrlaaa ohild*....*' (KingLaart I, iT) 

10. In tha Hiddia Agaa bl|^ta nora auita of ax«or. 

11. Qroupa of poopla "dlaooaaing" a problan ara notorioaa for thair in- 
ability to ccaamnloata idth aacb otbarj a.g. tba UM. 

12. A ration ia a fixad portion of food allottad in tina of aoaroitj. Nra. 
Spalding ia poaaibla refarring to rationing in World War II. 

13* Kraton^a naaa mj oona from: 

1) Cratln - - ona who baa arraatad davalopnant aap. santal retardation; 

oonpare vith Viaitor i^Z^B conaant* " nantaUjr and norally ha ia 

ratardad." {3ia) 

2) from Ft. oratin^ rar. of chrateln » - Chriatian^ human beings i.a. 
no^ an anisal 



TLSa ID A aWAlL PUMP 
iitUM dK ALLDSiaBS 



1. Itan't be stich a Scrooge. 



2. yfLtt «7 luck^ I probeblj noold have vound up on the TTtkSlO. 



3- Project Mercurjr 



$• The QenixxL capeule 



5« Her free couldQ*t even launch one canoe > 



6. Hr. Spelding (or General Powara) is a doubting Thoaaa. 



7* Stopping Kreton aeened a Herculean task. 



8. Kreton' a love of war nae hla Waterloo. 



9. Sjpeldlngx More thankleea than a aerpent'a tooth la an ungrateful chll'J. 
Ellen: I don't think that^s right. Isn't it "more deadly...." 
Speldli^t ^Aiateyer the exact quotation le^ I stand by the aentinent (269) 



10. Kreton X Ity, that* a a very smart uniform but I prefer the ones made of 
metal, the ones you used to vear, you know: irith the feathers tqp. (298) 



U. Kreton: What a remarkable mind you have I I have difficulty looking 
inside it. 

Laurent; (Laughs) Practice. I've attended so many conferences. 



12. Mrs. Spelding; I suppose this will mean rationing again. 



13* Kreton's name 

O 

ERIC ziziiz: 



llSrt TO A mtj^i, WAW^y 

TEACBDD anUISIIOIIS K» LESSON ALUDSIOKS 

- OPnOlUL ASSIQIKENT - 

FbUow op to original l^Moa on AUuslonsj if dtosired tMofaar o«& asalgn 
to find mi OTplmln tb# alloaiou in tha following iMt<ooM< 

!• To Knton, Fata Lurmt «m m inoontabl* m ibm Sptdm. 

2« K»ton'9 dLaobodl«ic« of hia pCUmt^a mloa prorvd to be his 
▲ehillot BmI. 

3. Kreton wxtod to Mk« Oensral Ibven hie Man n-idaj. 

li. Stopping we one vith Kreton' a poMre wj a Qaxgantiian %mjA. 

5» Mr. Spalding idght bava baan happj vith a MLdaa touoh. 

6« Mayba Oora Vidal ia aoggaatlng that Kan is hia own Trojan Soraa. 



VISIT TO A amx puhp 

mCHDD SOOaBSCCQKS RR THSIE LB39GN 

Sjpedflc Objectives for Pupila: 

1« To learn the oonoept of thane aa the philoeophlc jjf>lloation 
which can be draun fron a work of literature 

2. To learn tbene analjeia in epeciflo paseagee of VISIT TO 1 
S^ULL PLAHET 

3« Tb dlacover inductlTely some of the tbenea in VISIT TO A SHALL 
PLANET fm depth reading and analyeie 

ii« To dlecorer and dLacuae aooe of the Taloea in VISIT TO A £KALL 
PUNET 

PROCSXJRES: 

1« Start dBTeloping concopt of theme ae an underljing idea> which 
an author la trying to convey to the reader, but which la never 
expressed explicitly* 

2« Use Inductive approach through clam discQsaion in developing 
thsM concept. 

3* Begin with group's knowledge of term '^Ibene'' 

a« In Busies a repeated mlody in a song 

b. In movies: **ttmDe song*' 

c« In TV: '^TheM songs of specific shows 

d. In art: tctal idea conveyed by a work of art 

Narrow the disoussion to notion of thsM as a repeated idea. 

5« Ask students if au^XDrs do this in literature* 

6« Proceed to examples of ideas itbmms) an author might be con- 
veying to a reader but which he does not state explicitly 
{eacBB^let Dickens* Christmas Carol) * 

7* Xxplain the lazige categories of themes that al^t be found in 
a literary work through reading (or reading between the lines)* 

a* Man vs* himself 
b. Man vs. man 
c* Man vs* society 

8* Have studsnts offer concrete applications from their own reading 
of any (or all) of the above categczles of themes* 

ASSJQiUKSm: 

1* Have students list exaiqples of themes that are in Viet To A 
Stoall Planet * 

O . 2* VMLte down category of thenm (e to c of 7 above) and the specific 

ERJC referexioes from VISIT TO A SHALL PLANET that support his ideas* 



VISIT 10 A SHALL VUXEX 



TSACSDC SDOGSSnOHS FDB TBSiE LESSON ^ Page 2 

GUIDE 10 SOKE WSHBS IN VISIT TP A SHALL PIANET (Fbr teacher* a Reference 

only) 

A. Nan veraos hiaeelf (ezn^^let Hr* Speldlzig*a televlaion tnage 
iji ocsxtraat to hia real aelf } 

B. Nan veraua sao (exanplei Kreton veraua Qanaral Fovera) 

C. Nan yereaa oodetj (Ereton'a deaire to h&Te earthllnga produce 
a war) 



VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET 

TEACHING GUIDE FOR THEMB AND VALUES H^NDOXTC 



POSSIBLE THEMES AND VALUES SUGGESTED Wf QUOTATIONS AND QUESTIONS 
ON HANDOUT (Summary of Ideas that can be inductively developed through 
class discussion. ) 



I. As expressed in VISIT TO h SMALL PLANET the values » ambitions, and 
goals of middle class society are very materialistic. 

Z. As shown in VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET, man has basically an animal nature. 

3. The play shows the Irresponsibility of man iot his actions, Kreton's as 
well as people of earth. 



4. The play contains elements which show how man's ignorance keeps him 
from accepting the possibility of the reality of anything which he cannot 
or hasn't seen. (See also, p. 293, ''There's something wrong. . «) 

5. Like Mrs. Spalding, many people are concerned about trivia in the xace 
of clear and imminent danger. 

6. By ending the play as he does, Vldal suggests that man needs to fear his 
own kind as much as a being from another world. 

7. By calling earth "a small planet, Vldal may imply that earth is not so 
Important as we like to think it is (or that man's actions make him petty.) 



VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 
^MES AND VALUES HANDOUT 

SUGGESTED IDEAS FOR DISCUSSION OF THEMES 
AND VALUES IN VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET 

!• "There's nothing wrong with marrying a wealthy man. The horror tof It 
has eluded me. However, my only wish Is that you marry someone 
hard-working, ambitious, a man who41 make his mark in the world. 
Not a boy who plans to sit on a farm all his life growing peanuts. " (p. 290) 

2. ?We are not what you think. We're not so fwrlmltive. 

"My dear girl, Just take this one household: your mother dislikes your 
father, but she is too tired to do anything about It so she knits and she 
gardens and she tries not to think about him. Your father, on the other 
hand, Is bored with all ox you. Don't look shocked: he doesn't like 
you any mc^e than you like him. . . " (p. 336) 

3. "But J, am not destroying you. You will be destroying one another of your 
own free wlll« as you have always dorm. I am simply a. . . kibitzer. 

(p. 335) 

4. "Oh, no! We started vlsldng you long before there were people on the 
planet. However, we are seldom noticed on our trips. " (p. 306) 

^'General Powers has assured me that it is highly doubtful there Is any 
form of life on other planets capable of building a space ship. 'If any 
traveling is to be done In space, we will do It first. ' and those are his 
exact words. " (p. 287) 

5. "Roger,, it's landed right in my rose garden. " 

"I wonder how much damage he did to my rose garden. . . " (p. 302) 
"My poor roses. " (p? 330) 

6. (Notice the ending of the play. Why does Vldal end it as he does? 
What might he be trying to show?) 

7. * (Why does Vldal call the play VISIT TO A SMALL PIANET ?) 
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visrr TO A auLL piahbt 

ZBACBDC SUQQSSnONS fOR GBtiUkOZBl ASAI2SI3 LSSSOI 



OBJBCnVESi 

!• lb obart a charMteri ■p aao h and aotiooa, for an autbantio analjiia of 
hla/bar traita. 

2# lb reoognlaa tbe notivatlona for a oharaotar*a apaaoh or aetiooa^ 

HtOCEDORESi 

!• Itaofaar aaaigna to aauh atudant two diaraetara trm tha book and with 
alwllar oharaotar tralta« 

U. Stodanta uaa two ahaata of notabook papar to aat tjp diaraotar Infbr* 
nation ahaata* 

A. 9bld aaoh tbBBt in half wLdtlwlaa. 

B» Turn In a ahaat vltli margin on top and print aaalgD9d naiM 
of ona obaraotar top Una abova tha red Mrgln« 

C. Print above left oolam ACnONS and above ooltam SFBBCH. 

0. Skln^raad aaalgnad Aot (or vbola plagr if aoK than ona daj or 
period la given) for paaaagaa ralatic^ an aotlon or a apaeoh of 
tha cdiaraotar In vhiah a apeolflo oharaotar trait la revealed. 

£• Gcqpy In ap p r o pr iate ooltam anot norda ttcm pImjm ^ tmtw, 
and page nnRt>er« (See aacaniila below) 

P» GontlnQe akia*readlng and Hating li * 6 apeedi and aotlona in 
eadi ooltmsu 

III« On aeoond day, teaobar aaea indootlvely-giilded olaaa diaotiaalan to 
analjn&e the oharaotar tndt revealed in a oharaoter'a partloolar 
aotlon or apeeoh (Bxaapleet anger^ hatred^ love^ klndnaaa^ Ijapatienoep 
patlanoa, eto*) 

A. Student wltea trait in parentheaea af^r tha flrat quotea 

entered under apeeoh acd aotlon* 
B* leaoher aaaigna atudanta to write tralta after all aotilaa on 

oharaotar Infomatiom aheeta. 

ESAMFLBt 



ACnOHS 



^. 291 "I'B going to oall the 
>611oe*«*tha anqrl 
jSblta Inalc^*" 
(Faar) 



SPEBOd 
?g. 289 Said about Jbhn 
"Cartalxily not vozk.^ 
^ (aaroaaai) 



nstx to A ami, pump 

TiiflHnn suoumioss ten sfostkbx ooffosnzoi lbssqh 



OBJlfiOnVBt 

a. !• a ooaplata Pitiuoi 

b« SqiraMM m oriclail tfiB>atibl» ofdidoii 

o« Xa baatd on IdMa (mvporta) trm lOay 

2. Vo d9f«lop tiM akill of nxltlx^ a thMla ataUMOt ooillw for partgnph 

3« llo dBvalop tlM ddU of m-itlag a fom ' g uit aaoo wpoattory pamgNph 

li* lb oat dianMstor analjrala ohirta for supports in onuwialtlfln 

PROOWIlHTRt > 

1* Uat charaotar Inftemldoa Aoata and aalact tao tndta p oiitt wi bf mmot 

otaraoter* 

2. IfcLte thMia vtotMMixb «J dirMt«d in SIMFUB A, b«l0ir 

3. Dtmlep th«8la atatemant ootUaa aa dlraotadt in KIMPU A, balow 

It* Oa^ralcp foar-eantanoa axpoaltozy paracrqph ac 4iraet*i la BCIMFIil B, 

SUHPLB At ODIUHB OF ISISIS SZAXBOn PABAORAFH 

KJTBt (AndloaQraa in pamithaaaa ara taa^iar*a diraotiooa} 

Z« (IBBSES SXAIBCBiT); (lat obanu)t«r*a aaaa) and (2nl dteraotar'a naaa) 
poaaaaa aloilu' obaraotar tndta of (late tndt) and (2nd trait) in 
OoM Vidal'a plaj, A liait to f |niin limrt 

S« (IHE8IS QDESnoR not oaad in nrlttan oo^x>eitiaa)> Bow do m knov tUa? 

in. AN5UEB #1 aboQld ba tranaitlon iiord(a) plna atatawant in anomr to 
theaia qaaation with axpanaion of fLrat trait. 

A. (lat obaraotar*a nana)t "Qootatloa*.." (pg. i ) 

B. (2nd oharaoter'a nana)! "Qootation..." (pg. # ) 

17. ABSWHt #2 afaoold ba tranallloa iiord(a) ploa statanmut in anaimr to 
-ttiaaia quaation with axpanaion of aaoood trait. 

A. (lat Oharaotar'a nana)! "Qootatiea..." (pg. # ) 

B. (2nd titaraotaria nana}t "Qootction..." (pg* # > 

IHESIS RSSZAtB) in diffarast worda ploa transition iiDrd(a) 



Yian to A m ^^i viAm 

Tmmwt sDQQisnoRs kr Enosntai ocmposiikii lessor p«g« 2 



SUMFLI B« SXBDCnmS OP VDOS-SEMIBKS SZFOSZICRX PARAQBAFB 



S«ibaDM 1 (IhMlB stitflwnt or #1 trcm tttaali 



I Srotaooe 2 (first a i i B w w to lb— la Qo— Uop or III plaa HU and 



Seat«noe 3 (Seoood Axmmr to Iteais Qoostion or IV ^^08 IVA and IVB) 



SantoDM U (Roatatad Ibaaia or V Am Ihaala Outlina) 



nSlT TO A SHALL FUXSt 

POST TEST Pupil's Nom^ 

Scor e 

DIRBCSnOHSx Read the followii^ paasaces fro© VISIT TO A ^ALL PLANET. 
Then eaaffvjer the quostionB that foUow it. 

POUERS: I M acting aa your aide only under dnreee . 

KRETDM: (Sadly) Bitter, bitter. and to think I choee you eepecialljr 
aa ny al6e. ThiiJ: of all the other genermla \dK> would give 
anything to have your Job. 

POUERS: Fortunately, they kzxm nothing about 4y job. 

XRETOH: lee, I do think it wiae not to advertiae nqr preeence, dbn^t you? 

PGMBiS: I can't aee that it makes much difference since you seen bent on 
destroying our world. 

XRETONt I'm not going to destroy it. A few dozen cities, that's all, and 
zx>t vexy nice cities either. TtArk of the fun you'll have build- 
ing new ones when it's over. 

FOWSnS: How nany ndUions of people do you plan to kill7 

SRETON: V/ell, quite a few, but they love this sort of thing. Tou can't 
convince me they don't. Oh, I Icnow what Laurent says. But lie's 
a misfit, out of step with this time. Fortxmately, m£ new World 
Oouncil is more reasonable. 

FOUEEIS: Paralyzed is the word, sir. 

(I^ssolve to the living I'oom, to JOHN and ELLQ{.) 

ELLEII: I^^ve never felt so helpless in toy life. 

JOHN: Here we are standing around doing nothing while he plans to blow 
up the world. 

KLTJW; Suppose we iient to the newspapers. 

JOUttx He controls the p3?e8S. TJhen Laurent resigned they didn't even 
print his speech. 

(a gloon^ pause) 

SREION: Oh, dearl (Sighs) Only your father is really entering the 

spirit of the game. He's a much better sport than you, my dear. 

ELLEH: (£bqploding) Spcrtl That's itl You think we're sport. lou 

think we're animals to be played with: veil, we're not. We're 
people and we don't want to be destroyed. 



VI3IT TO A SHALL PU»jT 

POST TEST Pupil' 8 Hane 

Score 

DIRECTIONS: Kead the following paasagee from VISIT .0 A SMALL PLANET. 
Then hxmmr the queerbiona that follow xo. 

POVDSIS: I an acting aa your aide only under ctoresa . 

KRETON: (Sadly) Bitter^ bitter. . . and to think I r hoee you especially 
as ny aide. ISiink of all the other gex>eral8 jJbo would give 
anything to have your job. 

POiilSiS: Fortunately^ they know xK>thing about my job.. 

EREION: Tes^ I do think it wise not to advertise qy presence^ don^t you? 

fCMESSi I can't see that it makes much difference since you seem bent on 
destn^ylng our world. 

KRETON: I'm not going to dastroy it. A few dozen cities^ that's allj and 
not very nice cities either. TtAok of the fun you'll have build- 
ing new ones when it's over. 

PCflfERS: How many millions of people do you plan to kill? 

KRETON: Well^ quite a few^ but they love this sorb of thing. lou can't 
convince me they don't. Oh^ I lo^w what Laurent says. But he's 
a misfit J out of step with this time. Fortuxiatelyj S£ new World 
Council is more reasonable. 

FOUEEtS: Paralyzed is the word^ sir. 

(DLssolve to the living room^ to JOHN and ELLEN.) 

EULEN: I've never felt so helpless in my life. 

JOHN: Here we are standing around doing nothing lAdle he plans to blow 
up the world. 

ELLEN: Suppose we went to the newspapers. 

JOHN: He controls the press. When Laurexit resigned they didn't even 
print his speech. 

(A glooiq/ pause) 

KRETON: Oh^ dearl (Sighs) Qnl^ your father is really entering the 

spirit of the game. He's a much better sport than you^ my dear. 

ELLEN: (Exploding) Spoirtl That's itl lou think we're sport. You 

think we're animals to be played with: w^Uj we're not. We^re 
people and we don't want to be destroyed. 



VISIT TO A aUIL PIANET 



POST TSSTx Page 3 



?• In condfioniz^ tha gOMrals and the geoaaral public for their 
childLeh and irresponflible behavior ( "destroy ; then have fun 
rebttUdlng") Kreton is a dind of ''pot oallii^ the kettle black" 
since he is himself (A) childish (B) irresponsible (C) bent 
on destruction (D) A ♦ B ♦ 0 

B. Kreton' s suggestion that news of his presence be withheld fron 
the public is not only in keeping with his devilish character 
but is also a slap at those officials who (a) print all the news 
that is fit to print (B) vithbold information from the public 
(C) give free reign to "freedom of the press" (D) have confidence 
in open forums. 

p. EUen'a suggestion to John to do something before the vorld is 
bloim up is that he (A) write his congressman (B) hand out 
leaflets (C) go to the newspapers (d) go to Laurent's mrld 
court. 



10. The audience identlflee or synqpathlzes most with the feeling 

expressed in (a) Kreton *s "your father is a much better sport 
than you" (B) John's "Here we all stand around doing nothing" 
(C) EUen^s ''I've never felt so helpless in ny life'' (D) Kreton' s 
'Tou will destroy one another of your own free wiU'^ 

11. In Kreton' 8 sneech <^ut they love this sort of thlngl" the "they" 

refers to (A; war victims alone (B) the Tne Countries (0) the 
connunls^^s (D) people in general. 

12. In "they could stop altogether" what is meant by "stop" is 

(A) stop loving (6) stqp hating (C) stop war (D) stop arguing « 

13. "When Laurent resigned they dlda't even print his speech" ( or 

else printed it in very small type at the end of the paper) sug«* 
gests that people's opinions and feelings about war are controlled 
by (A) what they say to one another (6) the United Nations 
(C) the nexispapers and other cotmnunicatlon media (D) the spoirbs 
page. 

, I I4. Laurent seems to be a leader in an organization like the (a) United 
Nations (6) Xu laux Klan (C) Antl-Tax Society (D) I^wanis Club« 

1 5. When Kreton protests that he is not going to destroy the wrld 

he means that he la only going to destroy (A) a part of the world 
(6) civilians (C) the bad guys (0) professional militarists on 
both sides. 

1 6> In this passage (as Indeed in the whole play) the suggestion that 
seems to be emphasized is that war Is (a) unpopular \B) logical 
(C) rational (d) idiotic. 

^^^^^17 • Because hoMst feelings about war are as yet dangerous to express 
Q in public, the playwright* s device of having somebody from outer 

^p^(^ space visit our small planet enables the author to consoent on human 



ERLC 



VISIT TO A SHALL FL&KST 
POST TESTi Pag0 h 

IxhftVlor. Ttm qpoMorship of each connenta c«n then appear 
(A) broad iinaroonalj and objectlva (B) narrow and of special 
interert (C; national (D) locals provincial^ or oncoanopolitan. 

. 1 8« In this paaaa^ (as in the rest of the play) the mia vhoae real 

feelings are voluntarily shared iiith Sreton la (A) John (B) Ellen 
(C) Roger Spelding (D) General Powers 

2 0> Kreton^s remazics aboot earth-people *s ^toral developnsnt'^ and 
that they Hill dostroy one another as always reflect his belief 
that aanis nature is eseentially (A) spiritual (B) aniinal 

(C) good (C) creative 

2 1» To KLlen^s remark "lou'll sacrifice us all for the sake of your 
vibrations" Kreton's rejoinder " Touche I *^ reveals an attitude of 

(A) indifference (B) playfulness TcT surprise (D) B ♦ C 

2 2. "Touchi", which we have borrowed froo the French, means - * in 
this context - - (A) "Hands off I" (B) "lou have touched me 
deeply** (C) "Please don>t put the touch on ne this week" 

(D) "Tou've sooredl You've hit the maricl" 

23. "Duress" means (a) during relaxation (B) obligation (C) loyalty 

(D) force or stress 

2 1i, "V8n?)ire" is, in this context, a metaphor for a (a) bat that 

sucks people* s blood (B) flirt (C) feathered creature (D) per<- 
son who preys upon others 

25. "Kibbitzer" is (a) one who meddles or intervenes (B) a misfit 

(C) a midwife (D) an enemy agent 

2 6, "Race" is used here in the sense of (A) color (B) religion 
(C) nationality (D) human species 

PART II > UHBUi>OE (Qranmar, Usage. DLaleot) 

27. "I can hardly** is (a) incorrect for "can^t hardly" (B) edu- 
cated usage (C) substandard usage (D) regional dialect 

2 8 > "lou seam bent on destroying" is (A) archaic (B) regional 

(C) idiomatic (D) non--general USA usage 

2 9. "I can't see that it makes much difference" is (A) formal 

(B) informal or colloquial (C) jargon or non-gexieral 

(D) regional 

"I do think it wise*.*" is (A) uneducated or illiterate 
(B) educated (C) high^lass prestige dialect (D) B ♦ C 

31-36. Identify each of the following sentence-patterns by printing 

correct pattern S-V or S-V*0 or S-V«IO-0, or S-L7-Ca or S-IW-Cn 
on blank to left and above iforde. 



VISIT TO A SMiOX PIANgr 
POST TESTi Paga $ 



JL. John loves Kllen. 

32. Kreton is not a vanpire. 

33- Kreton offered General Pomere a new job. 

3Um A epaceehip larcJ^d in the garden. 

35- Mre. Speldlng shrieked. 

36. He's a misfit. 

37*140. Print each of the foUcndng "transfo rmati ons " of the sen tenc e 
^'John loves EUen" as HH}ATIVEj or INTBRROQATIVSj or PASSIVE 
or EMPHATIC. 

37. John does love KLlent 

38. John does not love HUen. 

39. Does John love EUen? 
liO. Ellen is loved bjr John. 

PART III> OOMPOSmOW 



111. Circle the letter before the thesis statement (statement of opinion). 

A. The sacrifice of principles and values. 

B. A theme of the play seems to be that war is idiotic. 

C* Is there any evidence in the play to support this belief 7 
D. Kreton chose General Pbwers especially as his aid. 

112. The reason for rejecting one or another of the items above t 

A. It is a topic 9 not a statement. 

B. It is a questionj not a statement. 

C. It is a statement cf fact. 

D. A + B + C 

U3-'50. In the outline blanks below^ copy the following scrambled items 
in logical order: 

*^Only this morning he^ Roger Speldix:^;^ offered to handle xny 
public relations and I said I'd let him." 

Both Qendral Pcwara and Roger Speldlng are willing to cooperate 
with Kreton in his preparation for war. 

In VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET Gore Vidal seems to be saying that 
some people sacrifice all their principles for pcrsozud gain - 
even whon it means disaster for many people. 



"How many people will you kill?** 
"Well, quite a few, but..." 



VISIT TO A aULL PIAMKT 
POST TESTS Pac« 6 

"How »any people idll you kill?" 
qttlte a fev, but,.." 

What is the b&sia for this statement? 

"Tonight I & the big night i first the aneak attack j then booml" 

Kreton has stated definitely that he plans to blov up cities and 
kill people. 

"Fbrt/^nately^ they (the other generals) kncm nothing of my job," 

U3. THESIS STATEHBirPt 

Ui» THESIS QffESTIOJ : 

hS. ANSWHl I. 

SOPPORT A. 



SUPPORT B. 



MSWER lit _ 
SUPPORT A: 



SUPPORT Bi 



nsm TO A stuJL pmog post isst - 7 

IKMB DDT lOB POST TB9T 



1. 


D 


PIST 


2. 


B 




3. 


A 


la. 


U. 


D 


hi. 


5. 


A 


U3. 


6. 


A 




7. 


D 




8. 


B 


Ui. 


9. 


C 




10. 


C 


16. 


U. 


D 




12. 


0 




13. 


C 


I16. 


111. 


A 




35. 


A 


U7. 


16. 


D 




17. 


A 










IS. 


c 




4SJm 


0 




2L. 


0 




Zi. 


D 




23. 


D 




2I1. 


D 




2$. 


A 




26. 


D 




PiST 


n. 


son 


27. 


B 




26. 


c 




29. 


B 




30. 


D - 




31. 


S-V-0 




32. 


S-L7-G 




33. 


S-V-10-0 




3U. 


S-V 




35. 


S-V 




36. 






37* 


SSFBAIIC 




38. 


mOAZIVB 




39. 


mSBOGAUVK 




1|0. 


PASSIVB 





te hm Mgfiqf that 

bvtoo hM ctatod dtfhdUIjr tbct hi pUai 
to blow oitlM nd kUl pMplii« 

US. WLl, qait« % fw, but....'* 

•Mlght^t tte big idi^i firvt thi 
sttaok, thm booAl* 



vUUQg to ooQponKto««« 

IntaDBtoajr, th«]r (tto othor fmrtlj) 
know iwtMm of Job«* 

tiQkiljr wmlBS ho^ Bofor fl^poLAlos^ 
offiorod to hndio piMlo rolattiyio oDd 
I oaid I^d Iflt hl».« 



la finibli. Ordor of 
npporto lo «lM flodbla piwldid 
rdL|)it noMTO oowo ondor tho rl^it 
Mpporto* 



